
 
 
 

60th Anniversary 
Lake Campbell Sportsmen’s Club  

Established 1957 



Club Organizes  
August 9, 1957 

Officers 
President Ed Harrington, Sioux Falls 
Sec-Treas. E. A. Borden, Brookings 
Membership Chair Ike Meester, Brookings 
100+ members  
 
Memorial Board from Mrs. C. A. Borden in 
memory of E. A. Borden 



Lake Campbell Sportsmen’s Club 
Charter Members 

Members from… 
Volga 18 
Nunda 9 
Sioux Falls 19 
Colman 10 
Flandreau 19 
Rutland 1 
Ward 1 
Arlington 1 
Brookings 
 





Early Members 





Ladies Auxiliary, January 1958 
“the ladies 
have assisted 
in a number of 
ways, including 
furnishing the 
kitchen, 
furnishing of a 
piano, giving 
$300 for a well 
and $100 for 
tiling the 
floor” 

I want to thank you for your news about Lake Campbell.  I have lived at Lake Campbell for 64 years-and my 
husband was born on the homestead that we live on -he passed away in l989.  appreciate a copy that I can 
put in my book about Lake Campbell.   My husband was a member of the club and I also was a member of 
the aux. for years. It was a article about a submarine that was in Lake Campbell in one the papers that was 
put out about Lake Campbell--and my husband lived here all his life and I never ever heard of such a thing-
so wonder how that ever got started. Hoping to get down to the fishing derby. 
       Thanks again      Mavis Bakken 



Land Donated, February 1959 
Frank and Edna Bauman and Glen and Luella Ward donated land on 

the Moody/Brookings County line 



First Meeting in New Clubhouse 
July 2, 1962 

built with voluntary labor,  
wood from Rutland barn,  
floor poured October 1960 
Doc. Kershner fireplace  



Goals of Sportsmen’s Club 

Constitution and Bylaws 
 

Article II PURPOSE 

Section 1. conserve, restore and manage the game, fish and other wild life and its habitat at Lake Campbell  

 to seek to procure better fishing and hunting for sportsmen;  

 to promote and maintain friendly relations with land owners and sportsmen;  

 to cooperate in obtaining proper respect for, and observation of, the fish and game laws;  

 to spread knowledge of useful wild life among the residents of Lake Campbell and vicinity . 

 

Section 2. To encourage the observance of safety measures in Fishing, Hunting, Boating, and Swimming. 

 

Section 3.  To promote the interest of youth in sportsmanship and clean outdoor recreation and to train them to be  

  proficient in all phases of such activities. 
 

Section 4. To improve the Beauty and Utility of the area. 
 

Section 5. To work in close harmony and cooperation with the Game and Fish Commission and Conservation Officers  

  and seek their advice and help in all matters pertaining to the above objectives. 
 

Section 6. The Club shall operate without profit, and shall be Non-Political and Non-Sectarian. 



Social Goals: Playing Cards 
Historically, there was a long card playing session after most 
meetings but today there is just one card table in the back of 
the Bingo night. 



Lake Campbell  

Shoreline 10 miles long 
Size of lake 1,000 acres 
Average Depth 3 feet 
Maximum depth 8 feet 



Geology and water: a cross section of South 

Dakota from Harney Peak to Sioux Falls. 
West River is covered with the erosion from the Black Hills, and water carried in the shale can 

pop up as artesian springs as far away as the James River. 

East River is covered with Glacial Deposits.  We stand on hundreds of feet of glacial till (rocks, 

gravel and sand brought by 6? glaciers).   

Artesian SD 
Sanborn County 



Glaciers formed the pothole lakes and sloughs. 
Lake Campbell was formed in a depression left by a large ice block left by a receding 

glacier.  The depression was filled when water ran downhill from the Madison area 

toward the Big Sioux River, thus forming the Battle Creek watershed with its wetlands 

 connected  by overland runoff, ephemeral streams and perennial creeks.  

 



Great Flood in spring, 1969.  
Big Sioux River bluff to bluff. 
Looking South from Brookings 
Snow on north side of tree belts 
Lake is white (ice covered) 



April 10, 1969 (from Bruce Kunze) 
 

Lake ice covered!!  Roads to town flooded.   
River backed up and over the dam 

Great Flood of 
Big Sioux Valley 
1969 
 
Aerial B&W 
photo 



Ketchem (from 
Flandreau) family home 
South side Lake Campbell 
in the news! 



1972 Aerial Infra-red 
Vegetation is red 
Sunset Drive – one cabin 
Golf course only 9 holes 
Lakeshore Dr (west) just goes 
to lake to a few cabins 
North cove no development 
 
What model year of cars at 
clubhouse; could be Trigstad 
family reunion. 
 

 



Prehistoric peoples at the Lake 

Archaic Period is 9,000 – 0 BC 
Stone hammers were made by Mound Builders,   
12 sites in Brookings Co. near lakes Oakwood & Campbell. 

Buffalo hunt spear point 
Olivia Mulhair’s find 
Late Archaic Period 
Stone from Cannonball River ND 

From Sunset Road “granite 

full grooved maul”.  Mid Archaic 



Historical Native Americans 
Dale Johnson (Moody Co Museum) “…no Native settlements around Lake 

Campbell; however, the lake attracted hunting parties coming from the 

Missouri River.” 

The region East of the Big Sioux was ceded by the Santee 
Sioux in 1851 that to the west by the Yankton Sioux in 1858.  
 
Chief Smutty Bear regarded white settlers as trespassers, 
determined to drive them away.  Medary (and Flandreau) 
abandoned and the Sioux burned their buildings and 
destroyed their crops.  

Smutty’s house in Yankton:  In July 1859 Alexander H. 
Redfield, the Indian agent, arrived at Smutty Bear’s camp – 
today’s Yankton. Redfield wrote “Smutty Bear's band were 
living in earth lodges or log cabins and that they were raising 
corn. www.American-Tribes.com.  

http://www.american-tribes.com/
http://www.american-tribes.com/
http://www.american-tribes.com/


Settlers Discover Lake Campbell 

Nobles Trail 1856; Minneapolis to 
 Denver for westward expansion 
Made a rock crossing of the Big Sioux 
 River at Medary town,  
Nobles Trail marked by mounds of dirt 

“Above the crossing on 
the west side of the 
river the bottoms are 
low and wet, extending 
beyond the outlet of 
Lake Campbell, but at 
the crossing high 
bottom land begins, 
over which the road 
passes to the bluff, a 
mile and a half from the 
river.”  
 Samuel A Medary, Jr 
 Engineer 



1872 Map  
William Henry Beadle,  

Surveyor General Office, Yankton  

”…a beautiful lake of clear, 
deep and fresh water with 
sandy or rocky shores 
except the north and north 
west which are low a 
marshy…” 
 

If surveyors could not get across a lake, they surveyed around it, thus recording 
the “meanders” so SD has “meandered lakes.” Water is “public water” held in trust 
by state for the people.  



Community: Lake Campbell Lutheran Church 
LC Lutheran was a dominant community; people lived near the Lake and the Church 

had many outings to the Lake 

The first meeting July 9, 1870  
Present church was built in 1890. 
Evergreen trees planted 1910 
(p715 BCH) 

1899:  Ole Sneve, Michael 
Trygstad, and Edmund Hillistad 
were elected to see if they 
could stop the whisky traffic at 
Lake Campbell; later they 
resigned as their efforts were 
futile .   
  BCH p 715. 



Community: 1901 Medary Township  
Townships were a type of community, especially through the schools. 

Medary Township population was 389 from 1890 to 1960. In 1980 the 
population was 939 (BCHBook p 127). The 6-mi square township had 6 school 
districts (see map), County superintendant in 1877 was M. N. Trygstad. 
Teachers received $12/month for a 3-month term. 



Community: Battle Creek Watershed Neighborhood  
118,161 acres from Lake Badus in Lake Co. to Lake Campbell in Brookings County; mostly cropland) 

Watershed Golden Rule 
Do unto your downstream neighbors as you 
would have your upstream neighbors do unto 
you” 



Community: Danceland and Wonderland 
were focal points for the Lake Community and the Region 





Community: WWII Neighborhoods  
of Brookings County 

The need for labor and social support 
during WWII saw the informal creation 
of neighborhoods. Mutual aid, exchange 
of work, social affairs, school and 
churches became the organized patterns 
of these groups (BCHB p 111).  
 
The Vick family home was the first in 
Oslo township to receive electricity. 
“Water was not always available at the 
farm for the steam engine so they would 
go to Lake Campbell for water. “ 



Community: Lake Campbell Improvement Assoc.  

1987 to care for the Lake and neighborhood, arranged for street names, mail box numbers, looked into sanitary 
district, applied for  state funds to clean up watershed, protect lake shores with rip rap, etc.  Newsletter is 

Volume 1, Issue 1 that tells of the dredging project. 



Community: Sportsmen’s Club est. 1957 
“to promote the interests of the Lake Campbell area.” 



 
Early Activities Lake Campbell Sportsmen’s Club: 

 excerpts from early letters shows range of activities and interests. 

 1958: Road memo DOT: ..“in regard to the two miles of road from Highway 
 77 …this road be graded to Standard Specifications  for Hard 
 Surfacing…proper condition for a Bituminous Surface…” 

1963 letter from GFP:  “…I don’t know how we can ever express 
our thanks and gratitude for the efforts of you and your committee 
in thwarting the efforts of those who would  have liked to have 
completely upset our Department.” 

1959: Pumping memo to State Water Resources Commission…”We, the    
 undersigned citizens do hereby PROTEST  the issuance of any permit 
 allowing pumping for  irrigating purposes from this lake until such 
 water level is back to  normal. 

1959 letter to Wayne Walsh, Pres. BCC:  “…when you have a large 
 crowd your septic tank will not take care of the amount of 
 sewage you have and that it will overflow direct into the lake.” 



More from the early letters… 

1961 Letter from GFP…. “thank you for your letter regarding 
Lake Campbell.  The 1961 stocking schedule for this lake has been 
drawn up and is as follows: 250,000 northern pike fry, 2,500 adult 
perch and 2,500 adult crappies.  Lake Campbell is also scheduled 
for test netting…” 

1961 letter to GFP:  “…The Officers and Directors of the Lake Campbell Sportsmen’s 
and Recreation Club have been moved to write you regarding the recent controversy 
with our good Game Warden, Elmer Liebig.” 

Letter from Better Homes and 
Gardens Magazine:  “We are very 
happy to supply the following information 
on the preparation of raccoon meat.” 



Today’s Sportsmen’s Club Schedule 
Special Events 

•Fall BINGO 
•Winter Fishing Derby 
•Spring Fish Fry 
•Summer History Night 



B I N G O! 



Vintage Ice Fishing Derby Photo 



Oyster Feed (Testicle Festival) becomes Fish Fry 
photos show passing food in and out of the kitchen window for cooking 



August History Night  
A new  Sportsmen’s Club event in August since 2013 

 

August 5, 2013    Historical tidbits about Lake Campbell 

August 4, 2014    History of the Lake Campbell Landscape and Geology 

   Native Americans at Lake Campbell 

    Early Settlers at Lake Campbell – one family’s story 

 

August 3, 2015  Snowmobile Races (70’s) and Sailboat Regattas (90’s) 

           History of information on water and ice over four decades. 

 

August 1, 2016  History and management of  Waterfowl Production Areas  

  Three Lake Campbell Dams and recreation and water quality 

 

August  7, 2017   History of the Lake Campbell Sportsmen’s Club on its  

   60th Anniversary 

 

 



Three Special Monthly Meetings 

• January Annual Meeting and elections 
• Spring GFP Speaker: fishing and water 
•Fall GFP speaker:  hunting and nongame 



Outreach: some Thank-you notes 

Also contribute to … 
•Women in the Outdoors Program 
•GFP  Teaming with Wildlife Program 
•Outdoor Adventure Center 
•Outdoor Adventure Foundation 
•SDWF Youth Conservation Camp 



Clubhouse Rental 
($35 members, $50 nonmembers; members free tables and chairs)  



Citizen Science Activities of the Sportsmen’s Club  
Christmas Bird Count  Hazelnut Project  Great Backyard Bird Count 

GFP Lakeshore Habitat    Icewatch USA 



Clubhouse Upgrade: New steel roof, AC, Carpet, View of the Lake, new 

deck and dock [photo shows original tile floor and old carpet (left) and new carpet (right), History  display 

on far wall, South Dakota taxidermy specimens and art work on walls]  



Clubhouse maintenance  
(by good buddies who work close together) 



Aerial photo of Clubhouse 2017 
See our watershed fly-over movie; Summer 2017 



A lake is the landscape’s most beautiful and expressive feature.  
It is earth’s eye; looking into which the beholder measures the 
depth of his own nature.     H. D. Thoreau 


