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Earth Day April 22: Ride around the moon with the 

astronauts who took the famous “Earthrise” photo 

 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/dE-vOscpiNc 

 

 Apollo 8 astronauts took the famous earthrise photo as they 

circled the moon on Christmas Eve 1968 - the blue Earth 

suspended in the blackness of space contrasted with the barren 

moonscape.  The photo is the grandfather of all space photos, and 

is an image that helped people understand the need to care for Earth, “our island home.”  Go to 

the youtube site above and ride with the astronauts, listen to the tape of their conversations, and 

learn why the lack of  a roll of color film almost canceled the photo session.  The first Earth 

Day was in 1970 and soon after, Congress passed the National Environmental Policy Act which 

was the first time the USA put in words our philosophy of environmental stewardship. 
 

“To declare a national policy which will encourage productive and enjoyable harmony 

between man and his environment; to promote efforts that will prevent or eliminate damage to 

the environment and biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of men; to enrich the 

understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources important to the nation; and to 

establish a Council on Environmental quality.” 
 

Upcoming Meeting Monday April 3 at 7:30 

 Plan Spring Fish Fry, April 22 

 Clubhouse rented Apr 1 (D. Lamp), Apr 8 (K Suiter) May 20 (J. Nold) June 3 

(Klapprodt), June 24 Christenson wedding 

 Lake Association meets at clubhouse 2
nd

 Thursday, April13, May 11, June 8, July 13… 

 

Update on spring chore list in order of priority 
1 Burn shoreline, Mike E. volunteer 5 Split rail fence install, warm day in spring 

2 Lutheran Chch Fund Raiser, clean shoreline, Doc arrange 6 dock repair and steps down hill 

3 Parking lot concrete, Rad deliver $9/ton 7 painting or tin fascia, Tom H. will check 

4 Matt Erickson grass cut, Doc will check 8. Sewer line dig up this summer/fall 

Lake Campbell Sportsmen’s Club Lake Campbell Sportsmen’s Club 

2017 is 60
th

 Anniversary of Sportsmen’s Club 
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Minutes of March Meeting (quorum present, 13 attendees) 
Old Business: Treasury has about $5,700 after $2,890 fish derby deposit (we have about $350 in receipts to pay 

out for food, advertizing, porta potty, furnace repair).  We netted $2000 in 2016.  We voted to send 

contributions of $150 each to WaterFest (Big Sioux WDD), SD 4H shooting sports, Outdoor Adventure 

Foundation, SDWF Youth Conservation Camp, Becoming an Outdoor Woman (Beacon Hill program), and 

SD Parks and Wildlife Foundation.  Donation to the Outdoor Adventure Center held for a while. 

 

New Business:  April 22 was chosen for the fish fry.  General plans were discussed with most action deferred 

until April 3 regular meeting.  We probably have enough fish in the freezer and donated already this year. 

We’ve made up to $900 on this event – it is mostly a social service to the Lake Campbell neighborhood.  

We’ll invite the immediate neighbors to a free meal. In other new business, we discussed 8 chores that need 

to be done starting this spring (see box above), and prioritized them.  Burning the shoreline demonstration 

plot is needed to control invasive grasses; burning is “mother nature’s way” of rejuvenating prairie plants.   

 

 

 

 

Buffer Strip Bill Signed by Gov. Daugaard  https://news.sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=21589.  

  The watershed twist on the Golden Rule (in box above) will be easier to follow now that the Gov signed 

Senate Bill 66, which promotes establishment of riparian buffer strips on private land. The Gov said “Senate 

Bill 66 received broad, bipartisan support and I expect many South Dakotans will choose to participate in this 

program to help improve water quality in our state.” 

  

 Under SB 66, eligible riparian buffer strips are assessed at 60 percent of the land’s agricultural income 

value. Only land within 120 feet of a listed lake, river or stream may be classified as a riparian buffer strip and 

grazing is prohibited from May 1 -Sept. 30.  Buffer strips along Battle Creek and Lake Campbell could help 

water quality, landowners could save on taxes, and cattle get to eat in the riparian zone on October 1. 

 

Lake Watch for March 2017 
Water:  Open water (maybe 5% of the lake) was visible at the 

bridge at the end of February;  ice disappeared from the shoreline 

in some places.  Ice was half-gone on March 4 and warm, windy 

conditions cleared all ice on March 5 (photo lake opening up the 

first time).  All ice disappeared on March 19-20 for the 2
nd

 time. 

 

 However, a cold snap on March 12  froze the lake again 

and we had 8 inches of snow on the 13
th

.  Some  spots never iced 

over and were places where waterfowl gathered – including one 

of our most rare visitors, the Tundra swan (see photo below). 

 

Wildlife:  Many people report the first sightings of migratory 

species to a citizen science website called Journey North. 

https://www.learner.org/jnorth/. See who is participating in South Dakota – let’s get data for Lake Campbell on 

the map as the monarch butterflies and hummingbirds begin to show up at the Lake.  Enjoy the Journey North 

web cams which show the live activities of various critters.  

 

 The Lake had some unusual visitors – swans (see photo).  They are probably Tundra swans, the most 

common swan in North America.  Their population is stable and there is a hunting season in South Dakota in 

Open 

water 

Do unto your downstream neighbor as you would have your upstream 

neighbor do unto you 

https://news.sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=21589
https://www.learner.org/jnorth/
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which a few tags are available for one bird/year. Tundra swans feed on aquatic plants and also eat waste grain in 

harvested fields.  They can be 5 feet long with a wing span of 7 feet.  I have a special connection with Tundra 

swans because they over winter on the East Coast (Chesapeake Bay; I once lived in Swan Quarter North 

Carolina).  Tundra swans migrate through eastern South Dakota on their way to the breeding ground on the 

Arctic tundra – it’s all connected! 

  

Recreation:  No boaters launched during the one week of open water in February so maybe the “first boat” 

award will be given in April.  The outlook for the next 3 months is wetter than average, especially in the Big 

Sioux basin where there is excessive soil moisture from a wet fall.  But remember – predictions are hard to 

make, especially about the future.  The waterfowl show was a great recreational pastime for outdoors  

 

enthusiasts and bird watchers.  The first flocks of snow geese appeared over Lake Campbell on February 14 

(March 7 last year) and must have gotten “stuck” here because flocks were still passing over the lake on March 

18.  The Canada geese, snows and blue geese, white fronts and mallards seemed to like the flooded fields north 

of the lake (photos on Saturday, March 18).  Wood ducks searched for nests for the first time on March 20.  

Hummingbirds moved into Kansas; Monarch butterflies just left Mexico.  Track their progress at  

http://www.learner.org/jnorth/maps/hummingbird_migration_map.html.  

 

Monthly Meeting and Event Schedule, 2017 

January:  Annual Meeting    July: Business Meeting 

February: Regular meeting and Ice fishing Derby August: Guest speaker on Lake history/environs   

March:  Monthly meeting    September; GFP hunting forecast 

April: Regular Meeting and fish fry   October:  Regular monthly business meeting  

May: Business meeting    November: Bingo night 

June: GFP fishing forecast for Lake Campbell December: Regular monthly meeting, first Monday 

Sportsmen’s Club Quick Facts 
Established: 1957                       Membership dues: $10 single, $20/couple  (mail to           Clubhouse: 46776  220

th
 St 

Officers: C. Berry, President, 693-7750; Doc Peterson, Vice President,  R. Boyle, Sec. B. Brotzky, Treas.   

Board of Directors: Randy Bortnem, Fred Meyer, Russ Bortnem (Past Pres.)  

http://www.learner.org/jnorth/maps/hummingbird_migration_map.html

