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October Meeting Agenda: Monday Oct 5, 7:30 
Secretary Minutes of Sept meeting  

Treasurer Report – we’re almost in the red!!  

Old Business 

 Fencing project, draw raffle for plane flight 

 Fund drive, Suggestions  – recycle, brunch 

New Business 

 Chores: gutter, dock out, landscaping 

 November Bingo Night Planning  (card shows winning six-pack) 

 Thanks for the paint and gas tank protection – Mike and Doc 

 

September Meeting Review: Local wildlife populations 
 The Sportsmen’s Club hosted Mr. Rocco Morano, State Waterfowl Biologist for 

GFP.  Rocco told of the status of pheasants, waterfowl and deer.  This year we added a 

new dimension to our September wildlife population review - information on nongame 

species such as song birds and insects. 

 

 Rocco, who lives here in the Lake Campbell neighborhood, said that most 

waterfowl species were in good shape.  Waterfowl will be using Lake Campbell as a 

resting spot as they migrate.  Waterfowl require different kinds of wetlands during the 

year.  In spring they need the bugs from wet spots that warm up in the spring; for 

nesting they need small wetlands and grasslands (a rule of thumb is that one 10-acre 

wetland will support 3 pair of nesting ducks whereas ten 1-acre wetlands will support 

10 pairs of nesting ducks), broods need larger shallow wetland for feeding, and for migrating the birds need 

large deep waters like Lake Campbell.   

 

 Rocco does the annual pheasant brood surveys in Brookings County and concluded that there are more 

pheasants this year, but that the overall population is down 90% from a few years ago (see 10-yr trends for 

Brookings at http://gfp.sd.gov/hunting/docs/10YearTrends2015.pdf.  He said the deer herd is bigger this year 

and recovering from over-harvest (GFP gave too many licenses) and weather conditions a couple of years ago.  

He said that fawns are suffering greater mortality that expected, perhaps because of loss of hiding habitat.   

 

 Club President Chuck Berry presented information on song birds and butterflies.  He cited information 

from the National Breeding Bird Survey (https://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/BBS/State_of_the_Birds_2009.pdf; an 

easy to read report for the lay person). Grassland birds are among the fastest and most consistently declining 

birds in North America; 48% are of conservation concern and 55% are showing significant declines. Only about 
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2% of the tallgrass prairie that existed in the early 1800s still remains. Although birds 

may settle in pastures and haylands, frequent haying, burning, and overgrazing can 

create “ecological traps” where birds try to nest but fail to raise their young. 

  

 Humming birds have been abundant this year.  We have two species, the Ruby-

throated and Rufous (photo of adult male with copper-colored neck).  The females 

nested here at Lake Campbell.  Their walnut-sized nest is attached to a tree limb with 

spider silk; and the inside is lined with dandelion, cattail, or thistle down. The nest will stretch to contain the 

growing nestlings. Two white, pea-sized eggs will hatch in 12 days. When they leave the nest, the chicks are 

considerably larger than their mothers: they may weigh 4.5 grams, while poor Mom is down to only 2.5 g after 

the stress of raising them. They are leaving the Lake now (males leave first) for their 2-week trip to Central 

America.  They cross the Gulf of Mexico (18-hr flight).  They fly at 30 mph (but can go 100 mph during dives) 

with wing beats averaging 50/second. They will return to the coast of the US next February and reach Lake 

Campbell in late April.  Follow their migration on maps at the Journey North website. 
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/humm/index.html.  

 

 The attendees at the September meeting learned about the Pheasant Forever information on pollinator 

plots.  http://nebraskapf.com/habitat-programs/pollinator/. Be sure to check out the link to a dozen or so 

brochures about pollinators including Farming for Pollinators Guide and the Bumblebee Fact Sheet.   

 

 We learned about the migration of the Monarchs, which are going southward over Lake Campbell now.  

Their destination is a mountain in Mexico. We talked about the amazing life cycle of the Monarchs; it takes 3 

generations to move north but only one for the entire southern trip.  It takes Monarchs about 2 months to get 

from South Dakota to Mexico.  Another species is the big yellow and black swallow 

tail butterflies – they will over-winter with us as eggs.  Another bug we notice in the 

fall is the brown and black wooly bear that we see crossing the roads. 

 

 The wooly bear is supposed to indicate what kind of winter we will have, but 

you must pick it up and count the number of caterpillar segments in the middle band of 

brown bristles; >6 means warm winter, <6 means cold winter.  Their weather 

predicting is a myth.   

 

 The caterpillar is the larvae of the Tiger Moth.  Like the tiger swallowtail butterfly, this moth will stay 

with us this winter, but instead of over-wintering as an egg, it is one of the rare butterflies that freezes solid as a 

caterpillar (has nature’s antifreeze compound). In the spring it will thaw, pupate, and emerge as a moth (wind 

span of 1-inch). Scientists don’t know why wooly bears cross the road, unless it is to get to the other side. 

 

Harvest time 
 The first of the beans are being harvested and soon the 

combines will be in the corn.  The LC neighborhood had two unusual 

crop harvests this month, and the harvest methods were quite different.  

Grapes were harvested with a mechanized harvester that was recently 

invented in California, whereas potatoes were harvested by a vintage 

harvester that was once pulled behind a team of horses. There are three 

“hobby” vineyards in the LC neighborhood that the owners say are 

“hobbies that got out of hand.”  Folks gathered on the Russ Bortnem 

farm to watch and help (photo). 

 

 Over on the Carl and Aileen Madsen farm, Carl was harvesting long rows of potatoes.  The ancient 

potato digger was rusty and clanky and primitive – but it worked (see photo).  The Blizzard Hockey team 
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volunteered to help, as did several neighbors. The Brookings Register 

had an article about Carl who donated the harvest to the needy.   

 

Membership Single $10, family $20, 46776 220th St, Brooking, 57006  

 Welcome new members Tom and Char Honkomp,  Charles 

Dupraz, Tom Davis; thanks for renewing Barbra Bortnem, Chuck and 

Bev Christenson, Rocco & Marc Murano Skip & Sharon Webster, Andy 

Jensen, Bill & Cathy Renneker, Harry Thompson (donated plane ride).   
 

Members who have not renewed this year are: 

Anderson, G Bozied, T Distad, R Filler, EW Jensen, L Kramer,  M Main, K Moe, R Richter, T Russell, R 
Berkland, W Buus, W Einsphar, R Granum, C Jensen, J Lamp, R Meyer, S Mulhair, D Schneider, T Tuma, L 
Berkland, A Curtis, O Erickson, R Granum, G Jensen,T Lillibridge, F Minor, D Peterson, J Trygstad, J Scholten, B 

Hillestad, R Eichelberg, C Feucht, R Harms, D Kindt, S Little, D    Waltz, J 

 

Sportsmen’s Club Budget – Fund Drive 
 The recent improvements in the clubhouse have drawn our budget to very 

low levels.  GREAT NEWS!  A Club member will match the first $1,500 in 

contributions.  The Officers and Board of Directors have pledged about $750, and one family has given $300. 

Will you please help also?  Remember, your contribution will be doubled with the matching.  Send to our mail 

box 46776 220th St, or come to the meeting Monday, Oct 5.  

 

Lake Watch  
Recreation:  Some docks being taken out; a “toner” seen on the 29

th
 (reported 

drab tree colors for now); jet ski on Sept 30 when water temps = 66 F.  Thanks to 

Lake Association for new yard light/info kiosk at the boat ramp.  Sept. air 

temperatures from 37F (9/12) to 88F; first week of September had highs in the 80s 

but we didn’t see many 80s after that.  The total eclipse of the blood moon had 

many people out watching the heavens on Sept 26; won’t happen again until 2033.   

 

Water:   Temp = 66 F on 9/28; transparency 12 in (turbid from suspended algae).  One storm (9/24) with 1.4-in 

rain; only 1.6-in total for month.  Lake water dropped to dam height; no water going over into river. 

 

Wildlife:  Flocks of gulls coming from North every evening; first flock of coots on beach 9/29; duck hunting 

season opened 9/26; sounds of shotguns from a few wetlands in the area in the morning.  Canada goose music 

heard in the morning and evenings.  A few Hummingbirds and many Monarch butterflies still migrating through 

at end of month; wooly bears on the move.  Youth pheasant season Oct 3 – 7 (youth hunt with unarmed adult); 

resident only hunt on public lands Oct. 10-12, and general pheasant opener the following weekend, Oct 17.  

 

Monthly Meeting and Event Schedule, 2015 

January:  Annual Meeting    July: Business Meeting 

February: Regular meeting and Ice fishing Derby August: Guest speaker on Lake history/environs   

March:  Monthly meeting    September; GFP hunting forecast 

April: Regular Meeting and Oyster Feed  October:  Regular monthly business meeting  

May: Business meeting    November: Bingo night 

June: GFP fishing forecast for Lake Campbell December: Regular monthly meeting, first Monday 
 

Sportsmen’s Club Quick Facts 
Established: 1957                       Membership dues: $10 single, $20/couple                            Clubhouse: 46776  220

th
 St 

Officers: C. Berry, President, 693-7750; B. Brotsky, VP, R. Nett, Sec. T. Trzynka, Treas.   

Board of Directors: Randy Bortnem, Fred Meyer, Russ Bortnem (Past Pres.) 

Special Fund Drive  


